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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-12, 18-24, 26 and 45-47 have been examined. 



2. 



Claims 13-17, 25, 27-44 and 48-50 have been cancelled. 



3. 



Response to Applicant's Remarks has been given. 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claims 3, 12 and 47 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
punctuation error. A period should be at the end of the sole remaining limitation in 
claims 3 and 12, whereas the period should be at the end of the last limitation in claim 
47. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: "exceeds" should 
be changed to "exceed" in the final limitation of this claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-12, 18-24, 26 and 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 6,314,409 to Schneck et al., hereinafter 
Schneck. 

3. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 1 , Schneck teaches a method for a web 
server , comprising: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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determining a plurality of user information collection levels that may be 
implemented by said web server, wherein each user information collection level relates 
to a type of information that may be collected from or about a prospective user during a 
future interaction between the prospective user and the web server (column 7, lines 16- 
48 and column 12, lines 9-12); 

receiving a request for a web page from a user, said request including an 
indication of one or more of user information collection levels that are acceptable to said 
user (column 1 0, lines 6-1 3 and 27-31 and column 1 7, lines 4-7); 

determining one user information collection level of said plurality of levels 
based on the indication of the one or more information collection levels that are 
acceptable to said user (column 7, lines 55-58, column 12, lines 4-12 and column 32, 
lines 30-42); 

providing said requested web page to said user said web page including 
a notification of said determined user information collection level (column 9, lines 59-67, 
column 10, lines 1-11 and 27-31, column 11, lines 62-67, column 12, lines 1-12 and 
column 15, lines 1-35). 

4. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 2, Schneck teaches providing an 
indication to said user of the determined user information collection level prior to 
providing said reguested web page (column 7, lines 55-58, column 10, lines 1-5, column 
11, lines 4-15 and column 12, lines 24-28); 

["Enables" provides the indication that the user can now proceed to 

access the desired data.] 
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receiving from said user a consent to provide said requested web page in accordance 
with said determined user information collection level (column 7, lines 15-22, column 17, 
lines 4-7 and column 18, lines 18-21). 

[By initiating an input request, the user is providing the consent to receive 
the data since a user would not be requesting data they did not want access to.] 

5. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 3, Schneck teaches wherein said 
determining one of said plurality of user information collection levels includes the 
following: 

identifying at least one user information collection level from said plurality of user 
information collection levels that was applied during a previous interaction involving said 
user (column 19, lines 58-61, "already determined usable"). 

6. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 4, Schneck teaches wherein said 
providing a notification of said determined user information collection levels to said user 
includes at least one of the following: 

delaying an interaction until said user receives said notification (column 9, 
lines 55-67 and column 10, lines 1-5); 

delaying an interaction until said user confirms receipt of said notification 
(column 9, lines 55-67 and column 10, lines 1-5); 

[The aforementioned delays stem from the confirmation and the 
transmission of the data to the user via the communication channel.] 
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providing said notification to a device associated with said user (column 7, 
lines 26-41 and 61-64, column 10, lines 32-39 and column 15, lines 41- 
61); 

providing said notification to a device by said user to transmit the request 
(column 7, lines 26-41 and 61-64, column 10, lines 32-39 and column 15, 
lines 41-61); 

providing a communication indicative of said one of said plurality of user 

information collection levels to software being used by said user (column 

9, lines 55-58 and column 15, lines 25-29). 
7. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 5, Schneck teaches wherein the request is 
received in conjunction with at least one of the following: 

said user conducting a transaction with a service provider (column 15, 

lines 10-21); 

[A service provider enables access to the Internet and related 
communication networks.] 

said user making a purchase (Figure 5, column 9, lines 55-58, column 10, 
lines 40-46 and column 22, lines 24-31 and 58-60); 
said user accessing a Web site (column 17, lines 46-52); 

[Prior to downloading data from a Web site, a user must have 
access to a Web site.] 

said user using a feature of a Web site (column 15, lines 10-21 and 
column 17, lines 46-64); 
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said user downloading data from a Web site (column 17, lines 46-52); 

said user providing data to a Web site (column 17, lines 46-52). 

[Prior to being able to access the data obtained from the Web site, 

the user has to provide their identification data.] 
8. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 6, Schneck teaches wherein said 
notification includes at least one of the following: 

an identifier associated with said user (Figure 3, column 11, table 1, lines 

4-15 and column 12, lines 9-12); 

an identifier associated with the request (Figure 3, column 1 1 , table 1 , 
lines 4-15 and column 12, lines 9-12); 

a user information collection level identifier (Figure 3, column 1 1 , table 1 , 
lines 4-15 and column 12, lines 9-12); 

a cookie (Figure 3, column 11, table 1, lines 4-15 and column 12, lines 9- 
12); 

[Cookies, after obtaining the identity of a user, can provide a 
customized version of the requested data, tailored to the individual 
user(s).] 

information regarding said plurality of user information collection level 
(column 19, lines 48 and 49 and column 20, lines 2-4); 
information regarding said determined user information collection level 
(column 19, lines 48 and 49 and column 20, lines 2-4); 
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a message indicative of said determined user information collection level 
(column 17, lines 31-40 and 61-64); 

a message displayable by software operating on a device used by said 

user to transmit the request (column 17, lines 31-40 and 61-64); 

an image displayable by software operating on a device used by said user 

to transmit the request (column 7, lines 49 and 50, column 10, lines 32-36, 

column 11, lines 62-67 and column 12, lines 1-3); 

an image indicative of said determined user information collection level 

(column 7, lines 49 and 50, column 1 0, lines 32-36, column 1 1 , lines 62-67 

and column 12, lines 1-3). 

9. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 7, Schneck teaches receiving a 
confirmation of receipt of said notification by said user (column 19, lines 50-61); 

receiving a confirmation of receipt of said notification by a device associated with 
said user (column 19, lines 33-43 and column 24, lines 33-35); 
receiving a confirmation of receipt of said notification by software used by said 
user (column 10, lines 21-24 and 31-39). 

10. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 8, Schneck teaches receiving a notification 
indicative of a change of user information collection level (column 24, lines 55-65). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 9, Schneck teaches receiving a request to 
change a user information collection level (column 24, lines 55-65). 

12. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 10, Schneck teaches wherein the 
determined user information collection levels includes at least one of the following: 
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a requirement that said user be informed of user data received by a party 
involved in said an interaction (column 31, lines 64-67 and column 32, 
lines 13-21); 

[The user can be informed by receiving a receipt.] 
a requirement that said user be informed of a retention of user data 
received by a party involved in an interaction (column 31 , lines 46-50); 
a requirement that said user be informed of a use of user data received by 
a party involved in an interaction (column 31, lines 64-67 and column 32, 
lines 13-21); 

a requirement that said user be informed of a disclosure of user data 
received by a party involved in an interaction (column 31 , lines 46-50). 

1 3. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 1 1 , Schneck teaches providing said 
notification to a party (column 29, lines 40-42). 

[If a party has acquired permissions, then the notification shall occur.] 

14. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 12, Schneck teaches wherein at least one 
of said plurality of user information collection levels is based on, at least in part, at least 
one of the following: 

a prior request received from said user (column 32, lines 43-50, "pre-loaded"); 
a request received from a service provider (column 17, lines 4-7 and 24-30); 
a request from said user regarding data provided by said user (column 32, lines 
43-50, "loaded when needed"); 
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a requirement of said user regarding data provided by said user (column 1 9, lines 
46-49); 

a disclosure of data provided by said user (column 19, lines 46-57). 

1 5. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 1 8, Schneck, teaches determining a 
second of said plurality of user information collection levels (column 25, lines 60-62); 

providing a notification of said second of said plurality of user information 
collection levels to said user (column 25, lines 60-62). 

16. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 19, Schneck teaches changing a user 
information collection level (column 27, lines 58-63 and column 28, lines 37-45 and 62- 
65); 

providing a notification to said user of the change in level of user information 
collection (column 27, line 67 and column 28, lines 1 and 2). 

[If the access is either granted or denied, the user will be notified of such 
occurrences.] 

1 7. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 20, Schneck teaches conducting a first 
interaction in accordance with said determined user information collection levels 
(column 19, lines 11-14). 

1 8. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 21 , Schneck teaches terminating an 
interaction if said interaction cannot be conducted in accordance with said determined 
user information collection levels (column 18, lines 33-63). 
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19. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 22, Schneck teaches providing a 
notification to said user if an interaction cannot be conducted in accordance with said 
determined user information collection levels (column 20, lines 27-30). 

20. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 23, Schneck teaches allowing said user to 
modify at least one of said plurality of user information collection levels (column 23, 
lines 9-16 and column 32, lines 30-42). 

21 . (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 24, Schneck teaches modifying at least 
one of said plurality of user information collection levels (column 23, lines 9-16 and 
column 32, lines 30-42). 

22. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 26, Schneck teaches wherein said 
providing a notification includes at least one of the following: 

providing a notification during that the web server is not complying with said user 
information collection level (column 7, lines 23-31 and column 19, lines 58-61); 
providing a notification that the web server did not comply with said user 
information collection level during an interaction (column 7, lines 23-31 and 
column 19, lines 58-61); 

providing a notification that the web server did comply with said user information 
collection level during an interaction (column 19, lines 15-24); 

[If the programs are successfully terminated, then the party involved (in 

this instance, the web server) must have complied in order to be able to access the 

programs in the first instance.] 
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providing a notification that the web server is complying with said user 
information collection level (column 18, lines 56-59); 

allowing said user involved to retrieve information regarding said determination 
(column 15, lines 31-40); 

[The user gains access but is restricted to access that has been defined 
by the previous determination.] 

providing a notification that a party exceeds said user information collection level 
if it is determined that said party exceeds said user information collection level 
(column 15, lines 31-40 and 62-67, column 16, lines 27-30, 64-67 and column 
17, lines 1-3); 

providing a notification that said party does not exceed said user information 
collection level if it is determined that said party does not exceed said user 
information collection level (column 18, lines 56-59). 

[If access is granted, then the level was not exceeded.] 
23. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 45, Schneck discloses a computer 
program in a computer readable medium for providing notification of a user information 
collection level comprising: 

first instructions for determining a plurality of user information collection 
levels that may be implemented by the web server wherein each user 
information collection level relates to a type of information that may be 
collected from or about a prospective user during a future interaction 
between the prospective user and the web server (column 7, lines 16-48 



Application/Control Number: 09/917,328 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 2131 

and column 12, lines 9-12, column 29, lines 40-42 and column 30, lines 
25-28); 

second instructions for receiving a request for a web page from a user, the 
request including an indication of one or more of user information 
collection levels that are acceptable to said user (column 10, lines 6-1 3 
and 27-31, column 17, lines 4-7, column 29, lines 40-42 and column 30, 
lines 25-28); 

third instructions for determining one user information collection level of 
said plurality of levels based on the indication of the one or more 
information collection levels that are acceptable to said user (column 7, 
lines 55-58, column 12, lines 4-12, column 29, lines 40-42, column 30, 
lines 25-28 and column 32, lines 30-42); 

fourth instructions for providing the reguested web page to the user, the 
web page including a notification of said determined user information 
collection level (column 9, lines 59-67, column 10, lines 1-11 and 27-31, 
column 11, lines 62-67, column 12, lines 1-12 and column 15, lines 1-35, 
column 29, lines 40-42 and column 30, lines 25-28). 
24. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 46, Schneck discloses wherein said level 
of user information collection is one of a plurality of possible levels of user information 
collection for which notifications can be displayed on said device (column 26, lines 12- 
24 and column 29, lines 40-42). 
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25. (Currently Amended) Regarding claim 47, Schneck discloses a system for 
providing notification of a user information collection level, comprising: 
a memory (Figure 8, column 15, lines 41-61); 
a communication port (Figure 8, column 15, lines 41-61; 
a processor connected to said memory and said communication port 
(column 15, lines 41 -61), 
said processor being operative to: 

determine a plurality of user information collection levels that may 
be implemented by a web server (column 7, lines 16-48 and column 12, 
lines 9-12, column 29, lines 40-42 and column 30, lines 25-28); 

receive a request for a web page from a user, the request including 
an indication of one or more of user information collection levels that are 
acceptable to said user wherein each user information collection level 
relates to a type of information that may be collected from or about a 
prospective user during a future interaction between the prospective user 
and the web server (column 7, lines 16-48, column 10, lines 6-13 and 27- 
31 column 12, lines 9-12 and column 17, lines 4-7); 

determine one user information collection level of said plurality of 
levels based on the indication of the one or more information collection 
levels that are acceptable to said user (column 7, lines 55-58, column 12, 
lines 4-12, column 29, lines 40-42, column 30, lines 25-28 and column 32, 
lines 30-42); 
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provide the requested web page to the user, the web page 
including a notification of said determined user information collection level 
(column 9, lines 59-67, column 10, lines 1-11 and 27-31, column 11, lines 
62-67, column 12, lines 1-12 and column 15, lines 1-35, column 29, lines 
40-42 and column 30, lines 25-28). 

Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments, see page 14, lines 9-13, filed 1 1/14/05, with respect to 
the examiner's previous assertion that a "Prior Art" label was required for Figure 6 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of the drawings has been 
withdrawn. 

27. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/14/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. By implementing the access, authoring and other mechanisms, the 
necessary rules and levels of access can be collected about a user, via themselves 
directly or through other parties. Such examples can be found in the following, but not 
limited to, sections in Schneck (column 12, lines 4-12, column 15, lines 43-67, column 
15, lines 31-40, column 16, lines 38-43, column 18, lines 18-24 and 64-67 and column 
19, lines 1-65). 

Conclusion 

28. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

29. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremiah Avery whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8627. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am-5pm. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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